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A structural equation model development of variables that effect
to depression among pregnancy of Thai adolescent
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Abstract

The three objectives of this study were: 1) to develop the structural equation model
of variables that affected on the depression in the pregnant duration of Thai adolescents; 2)
to examine the t of the developed model and empirical data; and 3) to investigate the direct,
indirect, and total effects of variables that influenced to the depression. Both of mixed quantita-
tive and qualitative approaches were conducted. A set of 418 Thai pregnant adolescents, from
8 hospitals in Phetchaburi province, were used in quantitative research. In addition, 25 crucial
informants with in-depth interviewing technique were used in qualitative research. Five variables
were employed in this study, namely 1) Somatic and medical supporting, 2) Self-esteem, 3)
Social supporting, 4) Stress, and 5) Depression. Both programs of SPSS and LISREL were used
for data analysis. Research findings were as follows: 1) The “Teen Moms Care” model con-
sisted of “1D4S” (Depression, Somatic and medical supporting, Social supporting, Self-esteem,
and Stress); 2) The structural equation model affecting depression during the pregnancy of the
respondents t with the empirical data; and 3) The perception of information about somatic and
medical supporting had positive direct effect with coefcient of 0.16, and negative indirect effect
with coefficient of 0.14 on the depressions. Moreover, self-esteem had both negative indirect
and negative total effects on the depression with the coefcients of 0.31 and -0.47 as well as
social support had negative indirect effect and negative total effect on the depression with the
coefcients of -0.30 and -0.27. In the nal, stress had positive direct effect and positive total effect

towards the depression with the coefcient of 0.84 and 0.84 and at the .05 level of signicance.
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