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Abstract

This research is to collect and study gingerbread fretworks of artisan clans in Bangkok, vicinities and
Phrae Province. The research is a consequence of the study on Gingerbread House Architecture in Thailand,
Case Study: Bangkok, Vicinities and Phrae Province. The objectives of this research are to study buildings
decorated by fretworks and collect, copy, analyze and categorize gingerbread designs found in Bangkok,
Vicinities and Phrae Province, so that the local art and culture in central and northern regions can be
preserved before they are demolished or deteriorated. The study can be used as learning and teaching
materials for architecture or building improvement and decoration and so on.

This study uses data received from the study result of Gingerbread House Architecture in Thailand,
Case Study: Bangkok, Vicinities and Phrae Province as a main field of study in actual places. The places
include 12 buildings decorated by gingerbread fretworks with 156 designs. According to the study, the
buildings decorated with gingerbread fretwork were popular during the reigns of King Rama V and King
Rama VI. However, the popularity decreased during the reign of King Rama VII. Most of the buildings are
located in Phra Nakhon District of Bangkok, Mueang District of Nakhon Pathom Province and Mueang
District of Phrae Province. These buildings were influenced by Western culture before the influence
spread to Bangkok.

For the buildings decorated by gingerbread designs, there is no information about the artisans.
However, the only information shows that most of the artisans were local and Chinese artisans. Mean-
while, some fretworks were purchased from the capital city.

The buildings were popularly decorated by gingerbread designs. The decorations were in the areas
beyond accordion doors, windows and supporters. Also, the decorations were beneath ceilings, eaves
ornamental fringes, splashboard ornamental fringes, window ornamental fringes, balustrade bars and
splashboard skids. Gingerbread designs includewood patterns, and most of the wood patterns are vertical,
horizontal, transparent, delicate, curved and smooth. In addition, some patterns are twisted. The unique-
ness of the pattern is vine pattern by having branches, clusters and glumes. Meanwhile, tulip pattern is
the original pattern of gingerbread design. Another characteristic is a pattern derived from gaps, and most
of them are vertical by being perforated into a variety of closed and opened gaps linked with the same
style of perforated wood plates. The pattern of perforated gaps is caused from wood with two opened
gaps by similarly having left and right perforations. Additionally, the left perforation is different, or it is on
single wood plates consistently placed in array. The popular patterns of perforated gaps include larvae,
leaves, flowers and petals. After the patterns are produced, the patterns will possess the same charac-

teristics as those of a variety of clusters.

Key words: gingerbread fretworks Bangkok vicinities and Phrae Province
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