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Abstract

This purposes of this research is to study the process and evaluation of the Copyright Act B.E. 2537
(1994) policy in cinematographic works and to find approaches to improve effectiveness of the policy.
The research is a qualitative study using the following research tools: the researcher and structured
in-depth interview questions. Both participant and non-participant observation occurred. 38 people were
treated as crucial research information sources and were distinguished into 2 groups. The first group were
from 3 different sectors relevant to the infringement of cinematographic works: 1) Economic Crime
Suppression Division, 2) Department of Intellectual Property and 3) Department of Intellectual Property
and International Trade Litigation. Another group of crucial research information sources were separated
into 4 sub-groups: copyright owner, those who violate the Copyright Act, officials enforcing laws on copy-
right infringement and the cinema management person in charge. The research found that technology
devices used to commit economic crime change rapidly, causing the difficulties in the prevention and
suppression. The existed policy was found inadequate and ineffective. Ongoing increases in copyright
infringement of cinematographic works were found even after the Copyright Act has been enforced and
currently there are no precise approaches of study to find solutions for the following issues. Despite having
consequences used on copyright infringement namely arrests, legal charges or compromises of claims,
the number of those violating the Copyright Act rises. This can be said that due to the negligence by the
government leaders to prioritize issues of copyright infringement, in particular the macro communication
and command, and micro level of charges occurred only as consequences for copyright infringement.
There are no public campaigns or relations to influence the nation to abstain copyright infringement
activities. Important aspects found on building knowledge on the issue of copyright infringement are the
theory of Jurisprudence and the theory of Public Administration, which are not conform to the changes
of technology. Suggestion from this study is, in terms of the macro scale, government leaders should
provide public relations to curb copyright infringement by encouraging the people to acquire a culture
and value on preventing copyright infringement activities. The government are responsible in regulating
appropriate rate of penalty for the committed crime in order to solve issues on unlawful claim of right
by copyright owner to enforce penalty. The economic law including the copyright should also be reviewed
regularly, as well as organizing training seminars to provide knowledge on the copyright law for govern-
ment officials in sectors which enforces the Copyright Act. In terms of the micro scale, organizations
should implement campaigns to promote the nation to be aware of consequences and penalty resulting
from infringement of copyright and to improve the effectiveness of the process for these types of

campaign.

Key words: Policy evaluation, Copyright Infringement in Cinematographic Works, Copyright Act B.E. 2537
(1994)
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